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What was it?
Sex, Drugs, And Rock & Roll… that is pretty much the event 
summed up. It was a 3 day long rock festival that featured 
super popular artists at the time such as: Aerosmith, The 
Eagles, Lynyrd Skynyrd, and The Marshall Tucker Band. The 
festival goers were made up of mostly young adults and 
teens.



Where and When?
It took place right here in Sedalia on the Missouri State 
Fairgrounds in July of 1974. It was 3 days long, and some 
say it was the 3 hottest days of the whole summer.



How many people were there?
They expected about 50,000 people to show up at the 
festival… there ended up being 300,000 people. That is how 
many people come to the MO State Fair today. The difference 
is that the fairgrounds was about half the size that it is 
now and they were all condensed into the same area. Imagine 
that… IN JULY.



What happened to the community?
The community of Sedalia was very conservative at the time, 
so when 300,000 hippies unexpectedly came to town, it was a 
mess… and lets not forget to mention that most of them were 
naked. 

● Stores shut down
● People bathed in peoples sprinklers
● People camped in front yards
● Traffic was horrendous
● Crime became normal (specifically stealing)



What happened at the festival?
There were many unspeakable things that happened in 
those 3 days. People did not know that these things 
took place until news reports came out AFTER the 
event.

● Drugs.
○ LSD, Weed, and Alcohol… it was the 70’s.

● Disease.
○ There were tons of disease and sickness because of the 

large amounts of people in a small, unsanitary place.

● Death.
○ 2 people died.



What were the results
The city of Sedalia actually voted ban the town of hosting 
any future rock festivals. The event left the fairgrounds 
with about $100,000 dollars worth of damage, caused tons of 
break-ins, and wreaked havoc on most of of the people of 
Sedalia.



Why is this important?
This part of Sedalia History is so unique because it was a 
huge event in the U.S. that happened right here in our town, 
but most of us knew nothing about it. There is movie made 
about it, there was an ad in the Rolling Stones Magazine 
about it, and people walked, drove, and hitchhiked from all 
around America to see it.


